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Fundraising Tips
Here are some tips for you as you start your fundraising:

· Break down your target into bite-size, manageable chunks.

· Write a list of potential donors – friends, family, youth groups, and other activity groups (like sports clubs or music groups) you’re involved in. 

· Brainstorm ideas for fundraising. There are some suggestions to help you overleaf. Think about what you can do so that you’re not simply asking for money, but giving people something in return – e.g. a meal, entertainment, the chance to win a prize.
· Try to think of fundraising like a business venture – e.g. how much do you have to spend/put in to get the money and what’s most effective? This includes calling round local businesses for prizes and getting things for free rather than spending money.
· If you are running an event, think about selling tickets beforehand. That way, even if people don’t come on the night, you’re still raising the money.
· Set up a Facebook page to keep everyone informed about your fundraising ventures and progress. Alternatively, create a fundraising page with MyDonate. This is another great way to tell people about what you’re doing, collect donations, and track your overall total. The amount raised can then be passed directly to Progressio. Follow the link for more information: http://www.btplc.com/mydonate/index.aspx
· You can also direct people to the Progressio website to donate, following the link at the bottom of this page. Your supporters will be able to state that they are donating on your behalf.
· Make sure you know about the Empower project so you can explain to others what it’s all about.

· Try to do something at least once a week e.g. send an email, approach your local Rotary club/student union/school, set a date for a fundraising event, etc. 

· Avoid asking the same people for support more than once.

· Remember, some people can offer you help in your fundraising activities rather than money.  If people offer to help, give them a specific task which will help you spend less and raise more. For example, ask them to make a dish of food/decorations/print some flyers and put them up etc. You can also delegate tasks to people if you’re organising an event, so that you can concentrate on other tasks. This could include getting the venue ready, running the bar, etc.

· Don’t forget, ‘If you don’t ask, you don’t get!’
· Always thank people for their support and help.
ACTION POINTS:

1. Create a fundraising “Action Plan” with all your fundraising activities, using the tips above and ideas overleaf.

2. Share your ideas with other ICS Empower volunteers on Facebook or Twitter: http://www.facebook.com/ProgressioEmpower 
http://twitter.com/ProgressioNEWS
3. Check out the ICS Empower Donate page on the Progressio website:

http://www.progressio.org.uk/content/donate-empower

	

	
Auction Party
(you could auction goods or services)

Alumni networks (spread the word even further afield through your college or university – who knows what help you might find!)
	
Babysitting
Band night

Businesses (write to local businesses to ask if they would be willing to make a contribution)
Baby photo competition

Bingo night
	
Car boot sale
Coffee morning

Collection Box

Corporate Social Responsibility (tell local companies about your placement. Many have funds for small charitable initiatives)
	
Dog walking
Dress down day

DJing

Dance classes

Donations (ask local businesses, friends, and relatives for cash or goods that you can re-sell or raffle)

	eBay old stuff!
Egg-and-spoon race! (old-school sports day with traditional events like a sack race, three-legged race etc)
Entertainment (put on a show, or provide an act at an event for a fee)
	Film night
Face painting

Fete

Food night
Facebook (keep friends and family updated with your plans)

Faith community (involve them in your fundraising efforts)
	
Game nights
Guessing games (‘guess the number of sweets in the jar’ and similar competitions are popular) 

Grants (local organisations, such as Rotary or Round Table clubs, offer grants for young people volunteering overseas) 
	
House Party
Household Chores (ask friends or family if they need help in the home or garden, for a small fee)

Hugs for money! (or, for the braver, sell your kisses!)
	Ice-cream sale (sweet treats are always popular, especially ice creams and lollies in hot weather!)
Imagination and creativity (people will often donate if they find your fundraising idea a bit whacky!)

	
Job (get a part-time or full-time job)
Jam session (get your musically talented friends together and invite others to enjoy the results!)
	
Karaoke night
Kung-fu film marathon!
Kilt-wearing (a ceilidh is a popular fundraising event, and a great excuse to put on your kilt!)
	
Lottery

Lucky-dip

Letters (write letters to your old school, businesses etc., explaining what you’ll be doing and asking for donations)
	
Murder mystery party (you can buy packages online)
Matched giving (ask your employer if they will match the amount you raise)
MyDonate more info here:
http://www.btplc.com/mydonate/
	
No drink week (ask for sponsors, or just donate what you save!)
Networks (take advantage of all the networks both you and your family have)

	Other things you can do…!
Bake sale, makeovers and beauty treatments, table tennis or table football tournament, cocktail night, talent contest, supermarket bag packing, fortune telling, tombola, sell crafts and cards…
	Party (themed events are popular)
Pogo to work!

Progressio donate page (more info: www.progressio.org.uk/content/

donate-empower
Press release (involve local media in your fundraising plans)
	Quiz night (include a round about the country you will be visiting!)

Quiet night-in 
(stay in with friends on a Friday or Saturday night. Ask them to donate what they save)
	Raffle
Race night (packages available to buy online)

Refreshments
Rent a space for free (ask a local pub or bar if you can rent a room for free if you bring a certain number of guests)

	Swear box

Speed dating

Sweepstake

Sponsored events and activities

Shopping (do someone’s weekly shop for a fee, or offer your services as a personal shopper!)

	Treasure hunt

Take-away (prepare and sell meals for friends)

Talents (what are yours? Use them to your advantage in all your fundraising ideas)
	
US$1 Day (many people in developing countries live with less than US$1 per day. Commit to living with the equivalent for one day, and get sponsored for doing it)

	
Volunteers (ask your friends to volunteer a couple of hours per week to help you fundraise. See if they have personal networks to help you too!)

	
Wine tasting night
Wash cars (why not wear fancy dress?!)

Walk (this could be a sponsored event, or you could organise one in the local area)
	
X-treme ideas…!
Chest waxing, head shaving, skydiving!!
Yo-yo stunt competition

Zumba marathon!








